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PREFACE

“Soviet Russia,” which began publication on June 7, 1919, replaced another
weekly publication of this Bureau, “The Weekly Bulletin of the Bureau of In-
Information of Soviet Russia.” This weekly information bulletin was first
published on March 3, 1919, and continued to appear regularly for thirteen
weeks, the last issue (Number 13) appearing the 26th of May. During the
three months of the appearance of the earlier publication, which was intended
as a sort of news service for the use of periodicals, it hecame apparent to
the Bureau that a publication of wider scope was necessary in order to com-
municate all the important official and other material concerning Soviet Rus-
sia that was at the Bureau’s disposal.

The present volume includes thirty weekly issues of the periodical which
was the result of the above consideration. It contains as much official infor-
mation as has been accessible to this Bureau; unfortunately, in the earlier is-
sues, this material is of very fragmentary nature, often having to be obtained
from badly distorted versions of official texts appearing in other periodicals.
As the publication progressed, however—and the reader will be able to verify
this statement by ‘comparison with the material in this volume—the sources
began to flow more freely and there was a consequent improvement in the
material printed in “Soviet Russia.” This improvement, it is hoped, will be
a progressive one, and we believe that the issues of “Soviet Russia” in the
year 1920 will be superior to those included in the present volume.

When “Soviet Russia” began to appear, the Soviet armies had just be-
gun their work of clearing Russian territory of the counter-revolutionary
hordes of Kolchak and Denikin, and had already made serious advances toward
the Ural mountains. During the lifetime of this weekly, Siberia has been al-
most entirely regained for the Russian people by Soviet armies and loyal
guerilla forces, and, at the present writing, the Russian Socialist Federal So-
viet Republic is one of the permanent and stable nations of the world.

Of course, the main object of “Soviet Russia” has been the presentation
of the truth about the country which this Bureau represents. It may seem
trifling therefore to speak on this occasion of matters of almost pedantic in-
terest, and yet, the story that “Soviet Russia” has to tell has been already
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told, as far as the year 1919 is concerned, in the pages of this volume. We
shall therefore in this preface speak of a matter of scholarly interest, which
may be of some importance in smoothing the way for those who study or
write on Russian matters in the future. We are speaking now of the trans-
literation of Russian words and proper names in English. In this field “So-
viet Russia” has attempted, as yet but imperfectly, to introduce a definite and
consistent practice, to replace the chaos existing hitherto. Thus, we have
seen such English spellings as Tschaikowsky, Tchitcherine and Milyoutine, which
mean absolutely nothing to the English-speaking reader, unless he hap-
pens to know that the first of these three forms comes to us from a German
transliteration and the other two are from the French. The reader will have
observed for himself what picturesque mispronounciations of the name Lenine
have been caused by using in English the spelling which is appropriate to the
French. The “e” in French protects the “n” and prevents it from being nasal-
ized; it has no justification in the English transliteration. Lenin is the cor-
rect form in English. Similarily there is no reason for using the German “w”
or the French “ou” for sounds that are perfectly well represented by the
English “v” and “u”, respectively. “Soviet Russia” will continue during the
present year to attempt to carry out even more rigidly than in the past a
consistent system of English spelling for Russian words and proper names.
We insert here a little table of letters of the Russian alphabet, those that are
most frequently printed with erroneous English equivalents, and are adding
in the last column of the table the equivalent English symbols which it is our
intention to apply in the spellings of “Soviet Russia.”

9 — English ch as in much, chess. ch

X = German ch as in ich; also as in Buch. kh
B’b — English v as in love. v
- W = English sh as in mush. sh
I — English shch as in fish-church. shch
&= English yo as in yonder. yo
. e = English ye as in yellow. ye
y = English u as in Ruth. u
1o = English u as in use. yu
s1 = English ya as in yacht. ya

- 3k = English s as in pleasure. zh

Of course, it is impossible to render in English spelling all the specific
peculiarities of Russian pronunciation. But interesting approximations may be
made. Thus the soft sign, placed after consonants to indicate palatalization,
can be approached, when it applies to the letter “n”, by placing over it the
tilde used in Spanish orthography; thus MK uaHb would be rather well
rendered by the transliteration“zhizn . But we shall, for the present, limit our-
selves to such English renderings as may be readily given without using any
symbols or diacritical marks not found in the English alphabet.

. RUSSIAN SOVIET GOVERNMENT BUREAU.
New York, N. Y., March 3, 1920.
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To the Reader.

“Soviet Russia” is published in order to acquaint
the people of the United States with the real con-
ditions in Russia and to combat the campaign of
deliberate misrepresentation which is being waged
by enemies of the Russian workers in order to
destroy the sympathies which the toiling masses
throughout the world intuitively feel toward the
struggle of the workers in Russia. The only aim
of this publication is to do away with such preju-
dice which stands in 'the way of the establishment
of relations between Soviet Russia and the United
States.

“Soviet Russia” is published by the Russian
Soviet Government Bureau in the United States,
and is the official organ of that Bureau.

There exists much hysterical prejudice against
so-called “Bolshevik propaganda” in the United
States. The propaganda this publication expects
to carry on does not interfere in American affairs.
It confines itself exclusively to the presentation
of facts tending to attain the aim above stated.
There is nothing secret, sinister or opprobrious
about this publication. On the contrary, we feel
convinced that we are rendering a genuine service
to the people of this country by aiding them to
obtain an understanding of the situation in Rus-
sia based on actual facts and by making them
understand the vast majority of the Russian
people.

Sinister and xnsldxous propaganda really threaten-
ing the life and the liberty of the people of the
United States is to be found elsewhere than in
this publication or in the Bureau which is pub-
lishing it. There are several publications in the
United States more or less secretly financed by
Russian counter-revolutionists who want to re-
establish in Russia the rule of the few over the
many. They prefer to conceal the sources of their
funds. They interfere in American affairs by try-
ing to seduce and bully the people of America to
spend their money and their lives in the re-establish-
ment in Russia of that rule of the few. Neverthe-
less it is they who enjoy the moral and material

.

support of influential circles in this country, and
it is we who are being constantly threatened with
suppression and persecution.

Just now a tremendous campaign is being waged
by enemies of the Russian working people, aiming
at the recognition of a military Russian adventurer
as the ruler in Russia. Those in favor of such
recognition do not stop at anything in their efforts.
By unblushing lies they are trying to overcome the
doubts America quite naturally has as to their
propositions. By similar methods they are trying
to incite America against the Russian workers.
It will .be our task to counteract these attacks
against Soviet Russia and aid the American people
in forming an intelligent judgment of the problems
presented by the Russian Revolution.

* » *

The Russian policy of the Allies is something
which vitally affects the whole world situation.
Steps taken in pursuance of this policy, if they
are not based on actual facts, are apt to bring dis-
aster to the world as a whole.

A Russian policy is being contemplated by the
Allies, involving, as we are told, the recognition
of the so-called Omsk Government, with all the
consequences of this step. The idea of granting
recognition to Kolchak is based on these allega-
tions: 1. That the Soviet Government does not
represent the majority of the Russian people and
that Kolchak does; 2. That Soviet Russia is in a
state of anarchy and that Kolchak will bring order;
3. That the power of the Soviet Government is
waning and that Kolchak’s strength is increasing.

In the May 31st issue of the “New York Globe”
is a dispatch from Moscow sent by Mr. Isaac Don
Levine, a correspondent of that paper. It is re-
printed in another part of this issue. Mr. Levine,
before he went to Russia, was quite prejudiced
against the Soviet Government. He himself was
instrumental in printing and publishing fancy
stories depicting the Bolsheviki as a lot of cruel
hoodlums and murderers. Now he emphatically
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states that the conditions in Soviet Russia are
diametrically different from the pictures drawn in
this country. He was one of those who asserted
that the Soviets were backed by a minority only,
and he shared in the opinion that the Soviet Gov-
ernment was tottering. Now he states that the
Soviet Government never was as strong as it is
now, that Russia never had a Government that
enjoyed more authority among the population and
that the renewed attacks against Russia by Kolchak
and his supporters not only have not weakened
the strength of the Soviet Government but have
increased the numbers of the supporters of that
Government, so that it today undoubtedly is backed
by at least one hundred million of people who are
willing to give their lives in the defense of their
institutions.

In an article in the “Hearst Magazine” for
June, which throughout breathes a spirit of hostility
toward the Bolsheviki, an American Army Intelli-
gence officer in Siberia makes the flat statement
that 95 per cent of the people in Siberia are with
the Bolsheviki, and that only the presence of for-
eign troops and the terroristic methods employed
by Kolchak’s Government keep the population from
taking the government into their hands.

Such is the testimony of people not biased in
favor of the Soviets, who are in a position to state
on the basis of personal observation just what is
the situation today in Russia and who represents
the majority of the Russian people.

* x *

Recognition of Kolchak is being advocated also
in the interest of “order.” Yet it cannot have
escaped anyone’s attention that reports coming from
the territory occupied by Russian counter-revolu-
tionists, such as Kolchak, Denikin and others, speak
of disorganization, misery and privation of a most
desperate nature. Considering the fact that Kolchak
and his co-workers get from the Allies every kind
of material support, that there is an American
Railway Commission busy trying to rehabilitate
the Siberian railway, that General Denikin’s forces
communicate with the Allies through the ports of the
Black Sea and that supplies of all kinds are being con-
stantly sent to these ports, it is quite significant
that we find such chaos there, and that we are
able to contrast it with the order prevailing in
Soviet Russia, which is suffering under an absolute
blockade. Yet this does not seem to disturb the
equanimity of men who want the establishment of
Kolchak’s rule in the “interest of order” as opposed
to “Bolshevik disorder.”

We shall not dwell in this periodical on the
accusations of terrorism flung against the Soviet
Republic. We shall reprint clippings from Russian
newspapers in Siberia and in European Russia
(clippings from organs of the opposition to the
Bolsheviki—which in spite of all reports to the
contrary are issued without interference in Mos-
cow). These clippings will bear witness to unheard
of atrocities committed by Kolchak and his forces
in the territory occupied by them. Whatever “ter-
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ror” there may have been and may still exist in
Soviet Russia altogether fades away in comparison
with the terror in Kolchak’s domain.

We find in a New York paper of recent date an
editorial in which Kolchak atrocities are frankly
admitted and condoned with the explanation that
a war-time government in the midst of civil war
is, of course, likely to employ stern methods. But
why should one lose sight of the fact that the
Soviet Government also is a war-time govern-
ment in the midst of civil war—the only difference
being that the Soviet Government is opposed by
much more formidable forces in as much as they.
include all the Allies and that the sternness of its
measures against the opposition is immeasurably
less than on the other side.

* * *

Has Kolchak’s military power really increased?
Has he a chance to reach Moscow in any other
manner than as a convicted felon? It may be
admitted that this question is of some interest to
the Allies in view of the propositions to recognize
Kolchak.

When about a month ago the campaign for the
recognition of Kolchak started with the printing
in the American press of dispatches alleging vic-
tories of his forces, our Bureau issued a statement
warning the American people against too much
confidence in these reports. Kolchak was reported
in April as having taken Samara. The fact is that
he never was within hundreds of miles of Samara
and that he today is farther away from Samara
than he was a month ago. When the rivers in the
southern Ural district began to thaw up, Kolchak
succeeded in penetrating as far as Ufa and to take
the towns of Sterlitamak and Belibey, which he
had lost to the Soviets a few months earlier. (Now
he has again lost these towns.) His forces are
obviously on the retreat just now on the Ural front
and his power has already been weakened in Si-
beria itself. Papers here print constantly news of
Bolshevik military activities in Siberia—right in
the heart of Kolchak’s domain. Last week’s news-
papers contained reports of strikes throughout Si-
beria among railroad men and miners. A dispatch
recently printed in America speaks of martial law
having been proclaimed in Vladivostok and the
surrounding district. All this certainly does not
testify to the strength of Kolchak’s rule.

Turning to the southern front, we find that
Soviet forces within the past three weeks have
occupied the entire Donetz basin. There were
reports in the newspapers that Kiev had been cap-
tured from the Bolsheviki. This is admittedly false.
Not only is Kiev still in the hands of the Soviet
forces, but their power in the Ukraine has been
immensely strengthened and Rovno, an important
railroad center in Western Russia, has been taken
by the Soviet troops.

What the military situation is on the northern
front it is somewhat difficult to understand. We
have had so many reports of tremendous forces
being concentrated around Petrograd, that British
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and French fleets are ready to attack the former
capital of Russia, that Esthonian and Finnish and
Karelian and “loyal” Russians, and what not, are
just about to strike the death-knell of Soviet rule
in Petrograd, that the city is on fire, that it is
being bombarded by the British flegt, etc., etc. Now
1t ought not to be a very difficult proposition for
forces of such formidable character to capture
Petrograd, which is suffering from privation more
perhaps than any other city in Russia, and which
is cut off from the rest of Russia by insufficient
means of communication. Still, somehow, nothing
tangible has come out of all these attacks. Any-
how, one need not be a strategist to understand
that even if the opponents of Soviet Russia should
conquer Petrograd with their formidable resources
and with the help of the bloody and treacherous
Finnich White Guard regime, fresh from its alliance
with the German Kaiser, nothing would be solved
thereby.

A United Press dispatch from Budapest, dated
May 31st, quotes a statement made by the Com-
missar of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Chicherin. It gives
a striking, yet very natural, explanation of the rea-
sons for the fictitious stories about “Kolchak vic-
tories.” It reads as follows:

“l am informed that the Allied Governments
have decided to give recognition and support to
Admiral Kolchak. In view of this fact I wish to
give the American public the truth about Kolchak’s
alleged offensive. Paris circles hinder President
Wilson from receiving the truth. Paris press
reports follow the same object.

“Kolchak’s troops are not advancing. On the
contrary they are retreating in disorder. Kolchak’s
position is worse every day.

“Regarding the situation in Petrograd, press
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dispatches reporting fires and explosions of ammuni-
tion stores, as well as evacuation of the city, are
all untrue. Petrograd resembles an armed military
camp. The workmen are armed and hold military
exercises daily. Even the women have joined the
militia. The Petrograd workmen’s battalion have
forced the enemy advancing upon Gatchina to
Jretreat.

“In spite of Gen. Denikin’s clever tactics and
local successes, we are advancing steadily on the
southern front.

“News regarding any change in our policy is
untrue. Our policy is always the same. We are
and were always ready to enter serious negotia-
tions for peace. We are not guilty of shedding
blood. We were always on the defensive. This
news is just as false as the news regarding our
critical condition. All these lies are obviously meant
to induce Wilson to adopt a course of armed inter-
vention which is contrary to American interests.

“In the name of truth, I ask you to communicate
my remarks to the American public.”

We might add that the short-lived successes of Kol-
chak’s army are very easily explained. In'a speech de-
livered in the fall of 1918 before the Petrograd Soviet
(published in the “N. Y. Call” of April 18)," Trotzky
openly outlined the Soviet Goverment’s plan of military
campaign for the winter. He pointed out that before
spring the Soviet Republic could not be threatened from
the north or from the east and that the centre of
attention for the winter will be directed toward the
south. Now, after a Soviet Republic has been firmly
established in Ukraine, and Denikin and Krassnoff
are hard-pressed in the Don region, the Soviet Govern-
ment has once more turned its attention to Kolchak’s
forces in the east. From now on there will be no more
successes for Kolchak.

The Russian Policy of the Allies.

In his note of December 24, 1918, to President
Wilson, Maxim Litvinoff, former Soviet Representa-
tive to Great Britain, said: “. . . there are now only
two courses open to the Allied Statesmen. One 1s
continued open or disguised intervention on the
present or on a still larger scale . . . The other is
... to come to an understanding with the Soviet
Government, to withdraw the foreign troops from
Russian territory and to raise the economic
blockade . . .”

Ever since the power passed to the Soviets, and
even before that, the Allied governments have con-
sistently followed the former course of open or dis-
guised intervention on behalf of the counter-revolu-
tionary elements trying to regain their lost privi-
leges. The Allied representatives in Russia encour-
aged and supported the Korniloff insurrection and
the insurrections that followed the October revolu-
tion. Every counter-revolutionary attempt was
organized not only with their connivance and ap-
proval, but with their direct and indirect assistance.
Finally they instigated the Czecho-Slovak adventure,

which was followed by open intervention and the
sending of Allied troops to Russia. During this
period the Soviet Government made repeated efforts
to come to an understanding with the Allied govern-
ments, but all its efforts failed. Tchicherin’s note
to President Wilson, asking the Allied governments
to state their terms of peace with Soviet Russia,
remained without an answer, as did all the other
notes of the Soviet government.

There was but one apparent break in this policy
of aggressive hostility toward Soviet Russia. On
January 22, 1919, the peace conference at Paris
addressed an invitation to all Russian factions for a
conference on Prince’s Islands. The invitation in
part said:

“, .. They (the associated powers) recognize the
absolute right of the Russian people to direct their
own affairs without dictation or direction of any
kind from the outside. They do not wish to exploit
or make use of Russia in any way.

“They recognize the revolution without reserva-
tion and will in no way and in no circumstances aid
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or give countenance to any attempt at counter-
revolution.

“It is not their wish or purpose to favor or
assist any one of the organized groups now contend-
ing for the leadership and guidance of Russia as
against the others.”

Was this proposal for a conference made in good
faith? Even while the Allied representatives at the
peace conference were making this solemn declara-
tion that they will “in no way aid any attempt at
counter-revolution” the Allied governments con-
tinued to give every kind of aid to every counter-
revolutionary group in Russia; their troops remained
on Russian territory, killing Russian workers and
peasants, and a blockade was maintained which was
intended to starve the Russian people into submis-
sion. Moreover, the very proposal of a conference—
to which “organized groups” whose very existence
depended on Allied support, were invited on an equal
footing with the Soviet government, representing
about ninety per cent of the Russian people—was
only a thinly disguised form of intervention. And it
is interesting to note that the proposal coincided, on
the one hand, with the growth of opposition in the
Allied countries to intervention in the internal
affairs of Russia and, on the other hand, with g'reat
victories of the Soviet army on all fronts.

In spite of all this, the Soviet government, anxi-
ous to put an end to unnecessary suffering and
bloodshed, did not refuse the invitation. On
February 4, 1919, the Soviet government in a note
to the governments of Great Britain, France, Japan
and the United States (which is printed elsewheré
in this issue) accepted the invitation to the proposed
Prinkipo conference and declared its readiness to
make important concessions, with the object of
establishing peaceful relations with these countries.

It was not, therefore, the fault of the Soviet gov-
ernment that the Prinkipo conference did not take
place. The Allied statesmen have given up this plan,
without considering it worth while to inform the
peoples of the Allied countries of their reasons for
this change of mind, and have again turned to more
open forms of intervention. The next proposal,
the so-called Nansen plan of feeding Russia, was

nullified by the demand that Soviet Russia cease,

fighting, thus giving a free hand to the Allied favor-
ites, the counter-revolutionary “governments,” to
whom this demand did not apply. This “humanitar-
ian” offer was rightly rejected by the Soviet govern-
ment, -

And now, according to the latest reports from
Paris, the Allies have decided to recognize Dictator
Kolchak and to furnish him with financial assistance,
ammunition, technicians, military instructors, etc.
This offer is alleged to carry with it the condition
that Kolchak promise to convoke a Constituent
Assembly on the basis of a “democratic” franchise
after he reaches Moscow.

No one who knows anything about Kolchmk's
“All-Russian government” would take this condition
seriously. The Kolchak “government” is openly
autocratic, it depends on foreign support, it has dis-
solved all popular organizations, and maintained its
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“authority” through brutal suppression and mass
murder. Can such a government be expected to
convoke a Constituent Assembly, even though, like
all parliaments, it would really leave the power in
the hands of the possessing classes? Obviously this
condition is mere camouflage.

But there are other, more important and more
essential, conditions. Under the heading “Big Five
Demand a Split-up of Russia as Price of Help,” the
“N. Y. World” of May 28 carries an Associated
Press dispatch from Paris with reference to the pro-
posed recognition of Kolchak, which in part says:

“Under the proposed agreement, Admiral Kol-
chak shall promise to recognize the autonomy of the
various governments established within the confines
of old Russia, such as . . . . the trans-Caucasian
and trans-Caspian Administrations.

“The provision that Admiral Kolchak shall
recognize the autonomy of the trans-Caucasian and
trans-Caspian administrations is an important diplo-
matic victory for Great Britain. After the armistice
with Turkey, British troops advanced into both
these regions. British naval forces now doxmnate
the Caspian Sea.

“Autonomous states here would give Britain two
new buffers against a Russian advance toward India.
Britain would also get o free hand in Persia, of
which Russia formerly claimed the northern half as
her sphere of influence. The immensely rich oil fields
of the trans-Caucasus region would come under British
influence.” .

This dispatch does not mention the “diplomatic
victories” of France and Japan, but Russia is large
and Great Britain’s fairness to her Allies was proven
at the peace conference. .

And so, “a split-up Russia” is the price of the
recognition of Dictator Kolchak, and, above all, he
must get to Moscow, he must suppress the people
and overthrow their chosen form of government.

Are these reports true? Both the invitation to
the Prinkipo conference and the Nansen plan
showed the Allies to be anxious to obtain the cessa-
tion of hostilities in Russia. Will the Allied states-
men, after having solemnly declared that “they
recognize the absolute right of the Russian people
to direct their own affairs without any dictation
from the outside,” that “they will in no way aid
any attempt at counter-revolution” and that “they
do not wish to favor or assist any one of the organ-
ized groups as against the others,” definitely commxt
themselves now to a policy of intervention?

Europe is in ruins, the masses of the people are
suffering from starvation and economic chaos, and
everywhere the people are longing for peace. Soviet
Russia is anxious to make peace with the world
and to turn its energies to the development of its
rich natural resources, not only for the benefit of
Russia, but for the benefit of the world. Soviet
Russia has but one condition of peace: that the
people of Russia be allowed to work out their own
destiny in their own way. In the face of this, will
the Allied statesmen persist in the policy of inter-
vention, which in the words of Litvinoff, means a
prolongation of war, further embitterment of the
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Russian masses, intensification of internal strife,
unexampled bloodshed, and perhaps total extermina-
tion of the Russian bourgeoisie by the exasperated
masses, final devastation of the country, and, in case
the interventionists after a long struggle shall ob-
tain their end, a white terror eclipsing the atrocities
of the Finnish white guardists, the inevitable intro-
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duction of military dictatorship and restoration of
the monarchy, leading to interminable revolutions
and upheavals, and paralyzing the economic develop-
ment of the country for long decades. :

The masses of the people in Russia and else-
where will know where to place the responsibility
for this bloodshed and suffering.

The Russian Prisoners in Germany.

When the history of the Great European War is
written, it will include the narration of changes
greater than those produced by any other war of
modern times. Not the least among these is the
actual shifting of great bodies of men over great
dxsw:ces, sometimes resulting in their being set-
tled in new environments for years to come. The
example of the Russian prisoners of war taken by
Germany, and the sufferings experienced by them
during their almost permanent stay in that coun.
try, is'a chapter in the history of warfare that is
unique, and its unusual quality is by no means
lessened by the fact that this peculiar form of de-
tention is likely to last for some time,

It will be remembered that the Imperial German
Government did everything in its power to weaken
its enemies mnot only by military attack, but also by
arousing separatist tendencies in the enemy’s coun-
try. Numerous attempts were made to pervert feel-
ings of discontent in foreign countries into inter-
nal racial strife, and for the pursuit of this
aim, Russia was perhaps the most favorable
field Propaganda was carried on by German
agents in the various parts of the country, to arouse
racial feeling between its component parts, and in
this way it was hoped by the Imperial German
Government that Russia might be broken up into a
oumber of weak and disconnected states.

The numerous prisoners from the various parts
of Russia, who fell into the hands of Germany in
the course of the war, became the object of a pecu-
liarly characteristic form of propaganda. They
were concentrated in camps where many new edu-
cational devices were applied. Ukrainians and Poles
who had been permitted to remain illiterate under
the Czar, were taught their native Ukrainian and
Polish tongues, with the object of developing in
them whatever latent feelings of aggressive na-
tionalism they might have possessed. The Im-
perial German Government wished to implant in
the hearts of the various races of Russia a hatred
of the Russian central government that would pre-
vent them from ever again feeling any solidarity
with the masses of the Great Russian people, and
the process of imparting to them the rudiments of
an education in their native tongues appeared to
be the most effective way of giving them a tangible
feeling of difference from their Great Russian
neighbors, It was hoped that after these men were
returned to their native homes, they would become
able defenders of narrow provincial ideals, as op-
posed to general Russian ideals, and that they

might therefore advocate alliances with Germany
rather than with Great Russia, thus weakening the
coherence and unity of the then powerful Russian
Empire.

We shall now point out that the effort to use the
war victims captured from the enemy, for weakening
the enemy from within, has also been made by cer-
tain Allied powers, but with this