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Trade Unions towards these sections . This problem is parti-
larly urgent in the metallurgical industry where , on the one
and , rationalisation steadily increases the army of unskilled
workers , and on the other hand the basis of the Red Trade
Inion movement is a weak section of skilled workers . The
esult of this internal ossification of the movement is naturally
n opportunist policy and a lagging behind the fighting spirit
the working class .
The third problem is finally the question of the alteration
f our electoral tacticts . What is this alteration ? It is essentially
e following: the elections to the factory councils and in parti-
ular the setting up of candidate lists were previously considered
matter for a few dozen trade union officials , or in the best case
f a few hundred trade union members . The masses of the un-
rganised_workers were excluded from any voice in this
uestion . They were regarded as passive "voting material " . It
s, however . necessary to make the question of the setting up of
andidate lists a question of the whole working class and to
lace the best revolutionary workers , even when they are un-
rganised , and in particular the unskilled workers, young
workers and working women upon the candidate lists by
emocratic election at a factory meeting . Already in the setting
p of candidate lists the workers must be told why they must
ote for just these candidates . But all that is not enough . At
The same time fighting demands and a fighting platform must
e set up and must be treated in a similar way . They must be
iscussed and formulated by factory meetings and by the whole
vorking class , just like the candidate list .
By this method the whole working class , and in particular

he unorganised workers , take part in deciding whom they will
lace on the list of candidates , and why. and for what struggles
his candidate list shall be elected . The German communists and
he revolutionary trade union opposition , which applied this
actic in the spring of this year , achieved important successes
which represented a splendid confirmation of the correctness of
his tactic . The result of the elections in Witkovitz has proved
he incorrectness of the old tactic which was applied there .
This was , therefore , the Witkovitz experience and it was

paid for dearly. We will not permit ourselves to be misled by
the jeers of the social fascists and of their allies , the renegades .
The answer of the Party and the Red Trade Unions will be:
Face to the factories , the trade unions and the revolutionary mass
work! There lies the guarantee for victory in our struggle to
win the majority of the workers .

TRADE UNION MOVEMENT

The Results of the Second Pan-
Pacific Trade Union Conference .

By P. (Moscow ) .
The 2nd Pan -Pacific Trade Union Conference was con-

cluded on August 21st . Numerous delegates were prevented by

th
e

state o
f war in Manchuria , following on the seizure o
f

the
Chinese Eastern Railway by the Mukden Government , from
arriving in Vladivostock in time . For this reason it was decided

to call the meeting a Conference and not a Congress a
s origi-

nally intended .

One o
f

the most important items on the agenda was the
struggle against imperialism and the danger o

f war , which item
assumed particularly great importance in view of the seizure o

f

the Chinese Eastern Railway by the Chinese militarists a
t the

instigation o
f

the foreign imperialists . Numerous delegates , and
before a

ll

the Chinese comrades , declared that this attack upon

th
e

Chinese Eastern Railway is directed both against the
workers o

f

the Soviet Union and against the Chinese working
class , a

s well a
s the whole emancipation movement o
f

the
oppressed peoples and classes in the East . Here it is not a

question o
f
a national struggle between the Soviet Union and

China , but o
f a common struggle o
f

the toilers o
f

the Soviet
Union and o

f

China against world imperialism and it
s agents :

Chinese reaction . The conflict o
n

the Chinese Eastern Railway
will only serve to close more firmly the ranks of the workers

o
f

the Soviet Union and o
f

China for the common struggle
against imperialism , against the oppression o
f

the peoples andclasses in any form whatever .

The discussions and resolutions of the Pan -Pacific Con-
ference , a

s well as the campaign o
f

the delegates after their
return home , will help the million masses o

f

the Pacific Coast

to discern the real aim o
f

the impudent attack o
f

Chinese reaction
in the pay of the imperialists .

The Conference pointed out that only the revolutionary
mass organisations o

f

the workers and peasants under the
leadership o

f

the proletariat can be the bearers o
f

the struggle
against imperialism and the danger o

f

war . The creation o
f

mass trade unions presupposes , however , that the advance-
guard of the working class puts forward the economic demands

o
f

the proletariat and helps the peasants in developing the
agrarian revolution . From this there follows the great role
of the revolutionary trade unions as the driving and leading
force o

f

the whole anti - imperialist movement . Of course those
tasks confronting all Pacific countries , and in particular the task

o
f developing revolutionary mass trade unions , must be solved

in accordance with the economic , political and cultural conditions
prevailing in the respective country . The level of development is

different in China , India , in the Philippines , in Korea and Indo-
China . The Conference stated that the labour movement in these
countries is faced by the danger of white terror and the danger

o
f

reformism penetrating the labour movement .

The Conference came to the conclusion , however , that re-
formism possesses only a narrow base in the colonial labour
movement . In spite of persecution and terrorist suppression o

f

the revolutionary trade unions , which is accompanied by an all-
round support o

f

the reformist trade unions by the State
apparatus a

s well a
s by international imperialism and reformism ,

the reformists have not gained a leading role in the labour
movement of the Pacific countries . The "achievements " of re-
formism in the trade union movement of China , Indonesia and
even Japan are far and away outweighed by their enormous
weakening in India and in the Philippines , where , under the
immediate influence of the Pan -Pacific Secretariat , the Left revo-
lutionary trade union wing has been growing continually
stronger during the last two years . The Chinese delegate re-
ported , for instance , that in Shanghai , in the only industrial
centre where reformism exerts a certain influence upon the
labour movement , the Left wing , in spite of the terror , conducted
most of the strikes ( 70 out of 137 ) in the second half year
of 1928 .

The weakness of reformism is further revealed in the fact
that the Pan .Asiatic Conference has remained a mere project
up to now , although international reformism (Geneva , Amster-
dam ) and its branch offices in the East have been busily engaged

in the preparation o
f

this Conference since 1926. The revolu-
tionary trade union movement , on the other hand , which is co-
ordinated in the Pan -Pacific Trade Union Secretariat , is re-
gularly holding Conferences and Plenums in spite o

f

the fierce
resistance o

f

the imperialist governments and their agents , and

in the face o
f

white terror , persecutions , and victimisation , it

is closing its rank , training the revolutionary advance -guard
which is more and more taking over the lead not only o

f

the
workers but of the whole anti - imperialist movement in the
colonial countries .

The Conference attached special attention to the organi-
sation , development and strengthening o

f

the persecuted and
illegal red trade unions , as well a

s

to work in the yellow trade
unions . The conduct of economic struggles of the working class
was considered to be the most important means for winning the
workers for the revolutionary trade unions movement . This is

also possible under the most difficult conditions , a
s is proved

by the above mentioned Shanghai example .

The delegates o
f

various countries recorded the fact that
conditions have improved a

s
a whole , without however cheri-

shing illusions a
s to the difficulties facing the revolutionary

trade union movement in the East in its struggle for overcoming
the terror and illegality . The trade unions in the Pacific coun-
tries are no longer isolated . They have found an ally in the
Soviet Union and in the revolutionary trade union movement

o
f

the imperialist countries . The labour movement in the East

is on the upgrade . It is very significant that this upsurge syn-
chronises with the upsurge and the radicalisation o

f

the labour
movement in the capitalist countries of Europe and America .

The Conference , which recorded indubitable successes of
the Pan -Pacific Secretariat in the two years of its existence
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(successful struggle against reformism , regular connection with
numerous countries with illegal revolutionary trade union mo-
vements) , also pointed to the weak points of the work of the
Secretariat as well as of the whole revolutionary trade union
movement on the Pacific coast (inadequate leadership of the
economic struggles , insufficient connection , especially with the
big factories , insufficient attention to the questions of women's
and child labour ) . The Secretariat and the affiliated organi-
sations must devote much more attention to all these questions
in the future .

The last item of the agenda was the report on the role of
the trade unions in the socialist construction of the Soviet
Union , which was followed with the greatest attention by all
the delegates . The Conference gave instructions that this report
should be published in all the most important languages of the
East and distributed in all the countries of the Pacific . The
spirit of the Conference was well expressed by a delegates who
declared :

"The delegates to this Conference will carry the tidings
of the great socialist construction in the Soviet Union to
their countries . This message will strengthen the labour
movement , enhance its fighting spirit and increase tenfold
the forces of all those who are fighting for the defence
of the Soviet Union and for the world revolution ."

The attempt of the imperialists to frustrate the Conference
has been wrecked , just as it was two years ago . The Conference
has taken place . It has drawn the balance of the two years '
activity of the Fan Pacific Secretariat and indicated the further
way to develop and strengthen the revolutionary trade union
movement in the Pacific countries . The Conference made a
serious step towards the unification of the proletarian struggle
in the colonies and the international revolutionary trade union
movement .

IN THE CAMP OF OUR ENEMIES

The British Trade Union Congress .
Belfast , 4th September 1929 .

The 61st annual congress of the British trade unions which
opened here on the 2nd September is proceeding in the spirit of
the alliance of the reformist trade union bureaucracy with the
government . There are approximately 600 delegates present re-
presenting about 3,670,000 organised workers . Since the last
Congress the trade unions have lost about 200.000 members .

In his opening speech the chairman of the congress Ben
Tillett took up an openly chauvinist attitude and declared
himself in favour of the development of the British Empire and
in favour of industrial peace . The trade unions and the em-
ployers should work together in order to increase the output of
industry and to increase sales . The British Empire offered a wide
enough market for British goods , all that was necessary was
the correct organisational methods , as in the United States .

Rationalisation he declared was unavoidable , but it should
be organised in order not to undermine "the rising standards
of living of the workers " .

As a weapon to fight against unemployment Tillett proposed
the appointment of a commission consisting of representatives
of the government , the employers and the trade unions . This
commission should be given wide powers for the organisation
of industry . In order to liquidate the permanent crisis in the
coal mining industry , the steel industry should be reorganised
and the efforts for the extraction of oil from coal be continued
and extended .

Snowden sent a telegram of congratulations to Ben Tillett
on account of this speech .

Characteristic of the congress was the withdrawal of resolu
tions supposedly calculated to embarrass the government , such
as the resolution dealing with pensions for miners . Charac-
teristic also was the overwhelming vote in favour of trans-ferring the financial and commercial control of the "Daily
Herald " to the notorious capitalist newspaper syndicate Odhams
Press Ltd.

Despite all the devices of the bureaucrats , they did
succeed in suppressing the voice of the militant workers .
a handful of communist and minority movement delegates

sisted in presenting the standpoint of the class -conscio
workers .

Collick of the Locomotive Engineers and Firemen protes
against the signature of the Cotton Award by Walkden , a me
ber of the General Council , thus reducing the wages of th

e

cotton workers . He asked whether Walkden's attitude is com

patible with the formal attitude of the General Council against
wage reductions .

The chairman refused to let Collick continue . The late
however , persisted and was finally compelled to leave t

tribune still protesting .

Lemaire of the Compositors criticised the report o
f

the

neral Council relating to the organisation o
f

the artificial s

workers and emphasised the failure to organise the workes
of this new industry .

Rowlands o
f

the Painters Union declared roundly : Only th
e

revolutionary elements can and will establish the real trade uno
unity in the struggle against the capitalists . We will establis
factory committees despite the General Council , and will u

se

them a
s committees o
f

action in times of struggle .

Rowlands ' declaration contrasted strongly with the academi
debate initiated by a resolution o

f

the British Miners Federation
requesting the General Council to investigate the question
industrial unionism . This resolution was then rejected b

y

1,923,000 votes against 1,668,000 .

Rowlands also exposed the attitude of the General Counc
towards the National March on London organised by the ur

employed workers movement in February , and declared the
this attitude proved that the General Council was not prepared

to lead a fight against capitalism , but is determined to sabotage
any struggle o

f
the rank and file .

The congress adopted a resolution proposed by the Tailors
Union condemning the formation o

f

break -away unions . Th
e

supporters o
f

this resolution , which was adopted with a
n

o
v
e
r-

whelming majority , uttered the customary anti -communist-
citements . The militant delegates exposed the disruptive tactics
of the reformist bureaucracy .
The miners leader Cook intervened in support of the reso-

lution and made a thoroughly Mondist speech .

Belfast , 5th September 1929.

An uproar occurred in the congress o
f

the trade unions
when Lemaire o

f

the Compositors Union declared , " I am 2

communist and am proud of it " . He denounced the preparations

o
f

the Labour government for war and exposed the futility

o
f pacifist resolutions . He also justified the sabotage o
f

th
e

manufacture of munitions .

The congress adopted the report of the General Council regard-
ing "disruption " . This report was opposed by two avowed )
non -communist Derbyshire miners ' delegates who declared th

a
the General Council itself was responsible for the disruption
especially a

s
a result o
f

it
s betrayal o
f

the General Strike and
its subsequent collaboration with the employers .

The congress rejected a timid resolution introduced by th
e

Engineers Union ( A
.

E
. U
.
) calling for the cessation o
f

th
e

Mondist conversations .

A resolution was unanimously adopted demanding in

mediate steps towards the resumption o
f Anglo -Soviet diplomatk

relations , but solely from the viewpoint o
f

the stimulation o
l

trade . Significantly enough , the militant attacks upon th
e

signing o
f

the cotton award , which resulted in wage cuts fo
r

the cotton workers , by the railwaymen's leaders Cramp a
n
d

Walkden compelled the former to defend himself a
t length it

to -day's speech .

Belfast , 6th September 1929.

The British Trade Union Congress came to an end today.

It adopted a resolution in which the dangers of rationalisation
are pointed out a

s long as the workers were not fully organised .
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