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End the “Open Shop”

By ARNE SWABECK

turned -hﬂ'. d4 futile policies ,are
era of healthy

shered in.

When .mmm..m, stter the great
industrial depression in 1 e
Federation of Organized Trades ind
Labor Unions, forerunner to
present American Federation of La-
bor, assumed the leadership in 2 na
tional movement for the cight-hour
day, beginning May First, 1886, and

secured the co-operation of the
Knights of Labor, the American
ons definitely took their

place in the front ranks of the I
ternational labor movement. This be-
came the first application of the gen-
eral strike weapon on a large scale
Abopt 340,000 organized workers
took direct part, and so powerful
was this mévement, that the Chicago
meat packers hurriedly granted the
shorter workday to their workers
without the need of the latter re-
saxting to 8 ueke, The unions gain-

| time

estal
should be compelled to mrmn nu t
h tried to hold down the birriers and v .':l:l

kers are_slow hing_the
“u.hﬂndﬂzﬂ‘ll’yw“‘" Oogkicn o

- fghting op-tGMate unlons and

Towernis the only thing cap-
italism respects today. The work
s’ organized power secured the
ht-hour day The loss of organ.
iaed power is résponsible for the de-
feats suffered.
. The organized power of capitalism
is dealn blow after blow 1o the
workers. Too long it has been ab
lowed 10 go unchallenged. Too long
the workers have permitted them-
selves 1o remaln isolated i their
impotent crait organizations and be-
come a prey for capitalist politicians
A way has been pointed out thru
amalgamation of the existing trade
unions and independent political ac-
tion of the workers thru a Labor

| Party. It remaias only for the work-

73 o line up and bring it into actual
life.

A Labor Party means organized
power to the workers. It will m:
the beginning of the cnd of the “open
shop” campaign, the misery caused
by Idng hours and low wages, and
the beginning of the end of capitalist
exploitation.

m. that period. " The kmlhu ot
600,000 to their
ranks and the Trade Union Federa-

% | tion increased to about 2

Likewise the attempts made by the
workers 10 act politically as a class.
however small the results, showed
3 keen undecstanding of the func-
tions of trade unions. Compare this

sintegrating state
of affairs where the unions are suf-
fering terrible loss in membership,
where many locals thruout the coun-
try in various industries have been
shot to pieces, while many of the
gains of the hard struggles of the
past have been taken away and |h¢
et apgremive Enemy, de
temporary Jull in the Rattle, ..1.
vancing to._completely exterminate
unionism. The insolent attitude of

the various law making bodies and

the workers to lbﬂ! h their 50- culkd

bill of rights and bring them firmly
vader the control of the iron heel,
only oes farther 1o show the pre.

st state of degradation caused by
bankrupt bureaucracy which re-
lnw- 1o keep step with progress.
“The militancy of the American
workers during the eighties brought
power to them. Power was the only
thing capitalism respected at  that

LAW FACTORIES BUSY

A((mdinl to an expert, Mr. W. P.
Im, 15,000 new laws were added to

lhe two million existin laws, by last
year's slatores. It is figured that
a New York policeman, whose men-
tal capacity is notoriously limited, is
supposed 1o have the essentials of
16,000 laws in his head for enforce-

ment.  And such is  Ame an
superstitious reverence for law

becaus W_tho made by pol
ticians no one would trust with a

thin dime—that the Freeman points
out that no modern Justinian woild
dare to select those which were use-
{ul and let the rest go hand, or would
to suggest such codifying.
ot danger of being arrested for
“criminal syndicalism” as were the
communists in Michigan.

The Opening of Unity House

Unity Hpuse, at Forest Park, Pa.
owned by the New York Joint Board
of the Dress and Waist Maker:
Unions, will be a big center-of inter-
est this woek-end. Friday, June 15
will sce the celebration of the Fifth
Anniversary of the founding of this
Summer Home of the workers.

For reservations, information and
ctber particulars. applications should

A

be made ai the office. 16 W. 2lat St
oom 6. Phone: Watkins, 7950




