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Nearly two years ago the so-called
“Citigens Committe” to enforce the
Landis' award was organized. This
marked the first sign of a complete
combination of the forces of capital
against the workers in the o Chicago
building industry. The conflicts over
wages and working conditions were
removed from the small vealm of
warfare between the individual trades
and the not too well organized con
tractors. The banker: and owners
of a large inductry, who inyest in
buildings, now assumed power to dic
tite cond tions to the workers. In
order to eliminate the t.r\z»n as a
negotiating factor, they deéclared for
the “open shop™ as a prelude to their
intended mmpw annihilation of un-
lonism.

Purchasing Power Lower Than In
1913,

With the popular slogan “reduce
the cost of building in erder to bring
down high rents” an irtense fight
was launched aguinst the prevailing
standard of wages and. working con-
diticans. Naturally the “Citizen's
Committee” had no thought of at-
tempting to apply this slogan te the
prices of material, although this has
been on the continual upgrade, ang
from 1913 to March 1923, aceording
to the Monthly Labor Review, (pub-
lished by the U. 8. Depastment of
Labor) increased 9% per cent. Real
wages, on the other hand, that is the
nominal wages compared to the cost
of living, are today lower than 1913
in the Chicago building industry. In
1913 skilled mechanies were paid from
65 to 756 cent an hour. Today the
scale ranges from $L.10 to $1.25 an
hour, an increase of from 66 to 69 per
cent However, during the same
period. the cost of living, all com-
modities, according to the same sta-
tisties has increased 70 per cent, and
at the peak of high prices, in June
1920, reached 117 per cent,

The Worst Is Yet To Come.

So far this onslaught has only
roached the lnn of & preliminary
ﬁ-ﬁh the buiding boom tempo-
rarily halted
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wages and working conditions. Yet

‘of the entry of organized capital as

it clearly indicates the sinister aspeet
a powerful contending factor; and the
sethacks already suffered by the
bhilding trades unions in the form of
division within their ranks should be
a warning portent o the dangers
facing them In the future. These or-
wanized capitalists are intevested on-
Iy in finding new ways and means of
more effoctively fleecing the workers,
The conditions of the past, *
building trades workers, by organis-
ing their +kill, were able to main-
tain a favored position of wages, and
working  conditions, compared o
workers in other industries, the eap~
italists intend to bring to an end. To
do this they are not only taking ad-
vantage of the introduction of new
materials, labor saving deviees, b
gether with the constantly
«1ze of construction jobs, more
tic faetories and power plants, which
preatly el'minates skill and makes the
old methods of organizing ineffective;
but also by using the tremendous
power thus concentrated in
hanis to drive the wedge further
to the unions by establishing
principle called the “open shop.”
+ Laber Fakers Assist Bosses,
From it very formation the
zens’ Committee” declared as it
ject the enforeement of the
award. This award has now
and yet the commitiee Assumes
thority to regulate wages and
ing conditions. Composed as it b.
176 so-called leading “citizens™, mo-
torious scab shop advocates, we
rest assured that it will nevesr
solve as long as it sees an
to eontinually weaken, and
ultimately smash the unions.
enjoys the fall support of “
all the lackers of capitalism whe are
heading the international :
trades unions. It will be recalied
16 of these international
last year and with but ene
voice came (o Chicage, m
the local uni to abide
of them all,

’W~

ti

4]

vf

il

ﬂl

i




|

&3R8~ 9w TE=R

it

e

T=»-- A e 7

- Y @ eSS

- -

il e 4 o

{Continued from, page 1.)
of the Building Trades Department,
conscious of the violation of the con-
stitution and bylaws of his own or-
ganization, in view of the “open shop”
demand by the “Citizens’ Committee”
writes the Building construetion Em
ployers Association in part as fol-
lows: “The Citizens’ Committee to en-
force the Landis award was brought
into being for a worthy cause and up
to the present time has met with my
approval. Eveby city should have a
Citizens’ Committee to represent the
better interests of all citizens, one
that will stop the commission of in-
Justice and feels that it has served
well and has been rewarded when in-
Justices cease” Such are the bene-
dictions given by a so-called labor
leader to a Citizens- Committee which
insists that organizsed workers shall
work with non union made material,

in no sympathetic strikes for
any cause whatsoever and work with
non union men, who are often in re-
ality imported strike breakers.

Increase Due to Temporary Boom.

True the Citizens’ Committee and
the bokses have today consented to
& restoration, in‘the main, of the pre-
Landis scale of wages. This howeve:
A8 no gain to be counted to the un-
fons. "It is not a result of labors’
power; but simply a concession given
due to the present building boom and
the great demand for men., Mean-
while the enemy is sharpening his
weapons to fight the workers so mueh
more effectively when the boom ceas-
ei. The fact that some dissension has
appeared among the ranks of the con-
tractors and that some of the smaller
ones have severed their connections
with the Citizens' Committee, must
also be attributed to the pressure of
the boom. - There is nothing in the
world to prevent the committes from
lining them up agmin when this pres
sure ceases,

While the Chicago building trades
Unions are Becoming ever more di-
vided among themselves: most of
them working with non union men of
mm:mwrm.Mmy
of them actually signing up “open
#hop” agreements, for trades other

.:\:i:.‘{- which the disunity
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among the workers has reached mmy
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While the Building Trades Coungil

has completely sed to be the center
of gravity, the are busily
strengthening forees and gradu-

ally  undermining union conditions.
41560 men placed in the “open shop™

it

workers em-

building  industry
‘eountry only about
847,000 are orgemized. To a great
extent, at least we may be sure that
this proportion applies to Chicago.
Before these men awe organized the
unions can never hope to successfully
establish union cenditions; tut to or-
gAnize these mem, requires up to date
methods, To continue the present
tacties of each union fighting or sub-

mitting individually, that is, to con-
tinue the present state of disunity
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thit any farm or labor organization
has been missed, a communication
stating that fart sent to the national
office at 166 West Washington-St.,
Chicago, will bring an invitatiod by

| return mail.

International Unions Accept.’

It might be worth while to state
aguain that, in addition+to the organi-
zations mentioned above to whom the
convention call has been sent, an in-
vitation to send delegates to the con-
vention was sent out about two weeks
ago to more than 300 state and na-
tional farm, labor and political orga-
nizations. The response from these
invitations has exceeded the most op-
timistic hopes. Internationl unions,
district labor organizations and state
farm bodies have accepted the invi-
tation and advised that they would
be represented. Indeed, some ve
already elected delgates.

Invitations were sent to these orga-
nizations thus early in order to per-
mit the matter brought before con-
ventions or meetings of the executives
of various groups. Press reports state
that the powerful State Federation of
Labor of Pennsylvania, with probably
an affiliated membership of over a
million, considered the matter and by
an almost unanimous vote endorsed
the movement and voted to partici-
pate. Other large labor bodies have
notified this office that the matter
would be considered in the near fu-
ture and predicted favorable action.
One state organization of women has
expressed its pleasure at receiving an
invitation and hastened to accept. All
seem to get the right understanding
of what the Farmer-Labor Party is
trying to do: Bring about real unity
of the wealth producers of the coun-
try on the politica) field: and a will-
ingness to join hands to make the un-
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make meet while reading of the
Juiey” dividends being distributed
among the stockholders of the cor-
poration by which he is employed,
have a consciousness of outrage that
others do not know.

These are the ones who should be
heard. They have a story to tell well
worth hearing. They have held the
hand of first one of the old parties
and then the other. They have play-
ed mistress to both the republicans
and the democrats. They have re-
ceived the mistress’ reward from
whichever of these parties happened
o be in power. They have b«ni
scorned, ignored, cast off. |

« For a United Front,

The coming convention will afford
an opportunity by which the long sup-
pressed indignation ean become arti-
culate. More than that-foolish di-
visions that have rendered them h lp-
less in the past can be brought to an
end. All ean join hands in ereating
an agency through which a solid
front can be presented to the common
enemy in political eampaigns of th,
future.

The Farmer-Labor Party hails with
gladness the coming of the rank and
file to the Chicage convention. It
feels their voices will be the decid-
ing factor in the outcome of the gath-
ering. It feels they will set their
seals to a new declartion of inden-
pendence on the nation’s birthday in
1923. The great Ashland Boulevard
Auditorium has already been secured
to accomodate the hundreds and
thousands that will come from the
farm and factory, If necessary, other
halls will also be engaged. Al wi
be welcome. All will be heard.

. The sdvice and counsel of the
ers all movements
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.| trades workers unless they awaken

‘1{: present boora cannot be long
lived. It is not based on a firm foun-
dation. Many of these mien now get-
ting an increase in their wages will
be out of wark before 1924 is ended.”
A United Front And Amalgamstion.

The situation is indeed fraught
with danger to the Chicago building
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