
Emphasis on Communist Education 1By MARTIN ABERN

Comrade Rebecca Grecht writes
interestingly in the DAILY WORKER
on the subject, “Communist Educa-
tion—A Pressing Need.” Substan-
tially, there can be little disagree-
ment with her opinion that Commun-
ist education has not been sufflcienly
emphasized and that there is a need
of co-ordinating the various phases
of Party activity so that each bal-
ances the other in a beneficial way.

A big problem of the Party is to
gather organizational strength. A
strong organization campaign is es-
sential. The Party has been carry-
ing on political struggles beyond its
organizational strength. It has
gained much influence among sec-
tions of the workers and farmers
thru Its political activity, especially
in the campaigns for a mass Farmer-
Labor Party and for the protection
of the foreign-born workers. Its po-
litical influence exceeds its organiza-
tional strength. It is necessary there-
fore that the Party gain more than it
has organizationally from its political
and industrial activities. Unless
such an organizational strengthening
is obtained, then the political value
of the Party’s work is somewhat
diminished. In Germany, for instance,
the Communist Party carried on im-
mense campaigns among the work-
ers; its ideas dominated the masses,
but recruits to the German Party in
a corresponding degree were not ob-
tained. The masses did not fully
recognize that it was the Communist
Party of Germany which was instru-
mental in putting forward these ideas
and slogans. Consequently, much of
the work of the German Communist
Party did not materialize in organ-
izational gain. It did not receive the
proper credit for its work. Much of

the work must perforce, therefore, be
done over again, in a measure, in or-
der to turn the minds of the workers
directly towards the German Com-
munist Party as the genuine working
class leader.

of the Workers Party in order that
the future activities in the U. M. W.
A. can be even more positive and
steadily broadened, and the work of
transforming the U. M. W. A. into
a revolutionary organization has-
tened.

Party Education Is Imperative.
Political, organizational, industrial

and Communist educational activity
must go on simultaneously, in as
close a degree and ratio to each
other as is physically possible. Then
our members will better understand
and more surely carry out the Party’s
political directives and other work.
Even as the political influence of
the Party is greater than its organ-
izational strength, so also is the po-
litical activity not sufficiently coun-
tered by a corresponding Commun-
ist understanding on the part of the
members as a whole. In efforts to
get out mass political propaganda, we
have often run away from the mem-
bers insofar as the mass of the mem-
bers did not always comprehend
clearly what the Party was trying to
carry out. There was not sufficient
clarity of the members on policy.
The Labor Party policy, among
others, is one. If there is to be a
100 per cent response from the mem-

we faced by this situation, but even
in Russia the Party is confronted
with the task of raising the cultural
level of the nuclei (the Party politi-
cal units) jn order that they may dis-
tinctly remain far ahead of the non-
partisan elements. Os course, purely
pedagogical means are not enough;
for the raising of the Party intellec-
tual standard is a political problem,
which means that besides the inter-
nal teaching mediums, the whole
Party must carry out the Party
tasks. Thus, thru schooling and
struggle the level of Party under-
standing is raised. Every member,
then, must be drawn into Party life
and made to understand that he is a
necessary part of the Party organism.
Bring Branch Discussions To Daily

Questions.
There must be at the Party meet-

ings, especially in the branches, more
discussions on topics very close to
the daily lives of the workers. The
large political problems will interest
the Party member, of course, but
these must, further, be brought closer
to his daily life and to the lives of
other workers. The branches should
have discussion by the members on
life in the shop. Every member can
and should speak five or ten minutes

Workers Party Dynamo of F.-L. P.
The Workers Party has been, and

is, the dynamic force behind the
i Farmer-Labor movement. This is

recognized in a greater or lesser de-
gree, hut not sufficiently so. The
emphasis of the Party has been on
the campaign and propaganda by the
Workers Party for the formation of
a mass F.-L. P. and not enough on
the need of organizing the influence
thus gained into the ranks of the
Workers Party itself. Propagandi-
cally, from the standpoint of gaining
much influence for the Workers
Party among the rank and file trades
unionists and other workers, the
July 3rd Conference in Chicago is an
example. Leaving aside the question
of the formation of the Federated
Farmer-Labor Party, there can be no
doubt that the Party enormously in-
creased its prestige and influence.

But passing events, the swift de-
velopment of the Farmer-Labor move-
ment, sweeping into its ranks many

i who formerly opposed such a move-
ment, or were lukewarm toward it,
have resulted in the Party not hold-
ing entirely the influence obtained
thru its farmer-labor party campaign.
This is in part because the Party

! stressed the political necessity of a
mass farmer-labor party, but not
enough the role of the Workers Party
and the need of organizing those

i workers close to it into the ranks
of the Workers Party. Because the
Party placed foremost, it seems, the
necessity of the formation of a farm-
er-labor party and not enough of the
W. P. itself, many no# accept the
F.-L. P. movement, but do not see
the positive role the Workers Party
played in It. Today there are more
who will stress the need for a huge
organizational campaign by the
Workers Party.

Our Party played a tremendous role
in the recent United Mine Workers
Convention. It is necessary to or-
ganize this influence into member-
ship into the Workers Party. Only
the Communists, in the last analysis,
can be depended upon. Many min-
ers are very sympathetic to the ef-

| forte the Party comrades made at the
U. M. W. A. convention. Strong at-
tempts must be made to bring them

■ into the Party and to acquaint them
closely with the role and program
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Back Again!
bership, they must fully know and
understand what is wanted. The
need of more intense Communist ed-
ucation is hence, as Comrade Grecht
says, obvious.

The Two Forms of Education.
Our educational work takes on, of

course, the forms of internal educa-
tion, or education within the Party,
and external education, or education
among the masses. With the latter
we need not deal here, except to say
that our propaganda among the
masses must deal with the elemen-
tary principles of the class struggle
and the A B C of Communism. We
must not speak above the heads of
the members of our class who have,
on the whole, never been affected by
radical or revolutionary doctrines,
but, on the contrary, have been poi-
soned against them.

But the problem and need of the
education of the membership has
reached a point where every possible
action to satisfy this need must be
taken. The level of Communist un-
derstanding of the members must be
raised; it must easily be above the
understanding of those outside the
Party, if the Party members are to
make their influence felt among the
sympathetic, neutral or non-partisan
workers. Not only in America are

on conditions as he finds them in his
shop and how it affects him and his
fellow workers. These are matters
which are close enough to him to un-
derstand thoroly. This is always in-
teresting.

An effort should be made to develop
more systematically the Communist
education of the members. Theore-
tical training will be obtained, in a
large measure, thru study classes,
lectures, discussions on important
current events, a study of the labor
movement, its problems in this coun-
try, etc. All branches must institute
study, lecture, or shop nuclei classes.
Whether the lecture, text books, or
other methods will have to be em-
ployed by a branch or shop nucleus
will have to be determined by the
local conditions and teaching facili-
ties, but a strong effort must be made
to increase the educational and teach-
ing apparatus. It is to be hoped that
the Party can institute soon District
and National training schools where
the selected comrades can go thru a
course of Communist theory and prac-
tice. One thing is certain, that not
as much has been done as is possible,
even with the physical limitations
prevailing in the Party. Still, unless
the Communist understanding of the
members is increased in a much

greater degree, the Party will find it-
self greatly handicapped in its or-
ganizational, industrial and political
activity.

Education Thru Class Struggle.
Organizers and speakers who have

visited the membership from coast to
coast are frank to declare that not
only must there be a greater intensi-
fication of Communist educational ac-
tivity, but that there must be car-
ried on activity to make the members
understand how to carry out even the
elementary and routine work of the
Party.

To build up the Party, to increase
its political and other activities, we
must have a trained officialdom.
Functionary training must be made a
vital part of our education. Organiza-
tional and functional strength, trained
officials, will be obtained thru actual
work in carrying out the Party pro-
gram and thru functionary (lasses

to hasten the development' of trained
officials. Functionary classes should
bo staited wherever possible to teach
the members how to handle meetings
and other posts, large and small, in
the Party. Each member should be
assigned duties to perform with a
view to building up the Party and
learning thru work and experience
the best methods of procedure. Com-
munist education, whether in theory
or in training of Party functionaries,
cannot be gotten just from text books.
A theoretical training is essential. At
the same time, we must recognize
that one of our slogans is: Educa-
tion, not only thru books, but educa-
tion thru active participation in the
class struggle, in the daily lives and
struggles of the workers. Education
thru activity and activity thru educa-
tion is our method.

Making the Work Cohesive.
Another need, in the writer’s opin-

ion, is to bring the members closer
to the Central Executive Committee
of the Party, and other official bodies,
such as the District Executive Com-
mittees.

The Central Executive Committee
must not be removed from the mem-
bers, as if one were composed of the
untouchable goods and the other of
the lowly meek. Os course, this sit-
uation or impression by no means
prevails.

There can be no doubt, however,
that it would produce a healthy effect ;

if comrades active in the various po-
litical, industrial, or other spheres,
were brought more often before the
Central Executive Committee to dis-
cuss and give their points of view.

Youth Is Keynote In Problem.
In carrying out its political and

other policies, the Party must not for-
get the Young Workers League move-
ment. In the Young Workers League,
an English-speaking young Commun-
ist movement is being developed. The
real basis for an American leadership
of the Communist movement which
can make itself felt in the American
labor and political movement is here
being laid. Every encouragement
should be given to the young workers'
movement. Those who are joining
the Young Workers League are new
to the radical and revolutionary, or
Communist movement. Their brains
are open to clean cut Communist ed-
ucation and activity. They have not
most of the confusion which many
comrades of the Workers Party
brought with them from the Socialist
Party. The latter is nothing to be
scornful about; it is merely a condi-
tion of fact. The young workers have
been born into a period of militarism
and imperialism; there are no pacifist
illusions about them. They can grasp
Communist thought and action with-
out difficulty, whereas many Party
comrades who have lived in the pe-
riod of social reform and pacifism
find it difficult. These are but a few
of the reasons why the Party must
lend strong encouragement and aid to j
the Young Workers League and thus
lay a real basis for a strongly-knit j
Workers Party.
Shop Units Organization of the Party.

A very essential matter which must
claim the attention of the Party more
than ever before is the shop nuclei,
or shop unit form of organization.
The shop nuclei form of organization
has been proved the correct political

(Continued on Page Seven.)



The Voice of May Day
mmmmmmmmttrrnmm ■■ , ■ ■■■■ .

By Harrison George

“There will be a time when our
silence will be more powerful than

nthe voices you strangle today!”—
jfAugust Spies on the scaffold.
•* * *

Capitalism is insanity, its voices
come from madman throats, the hys-
terical shrieks of homocide, the
moans of the wounded, the mutter-
ings of masses in despair... But
clear and beautiful with the beauty
of relentless purpose, there arises
above all the discord of the voices of
those workers who would be free,
voices which inspire and direct the
struggle; voices which call to arms.

Because these voices were raised
on May First, 1886, four workers were
strangled to death in the Cook County
Jail at Chicago. But tho these work-
ers were strangled and the years
have fled, their voices on this First of

I May, 1924, ring round the world!
What did May First mean in 1886?

Whose were these voices? In what
cause were they raised? Who strangl-
ed them?

The N. L. U. Sells Out.

For twenty years, since the Eight
Hour Leagues joined in the first na-
tion wide movement in the National
Labor Union formed in 1886, labor
had fought futilely and pitifully for
an eight-hour day. But the N. L.
U. was an undefined entity, directed
by simple-minded or self-seeking lead-
ers. The first begged scornful capi-
talist politicians for legislation, the
latter sold out the workers. .Presi-
dent Johnson lied to them, and tho
eight-hour laws were passed in six
states, they wr ere never enforced.
When this fraud was protested one
governor answered that, “Every law
is obligatory by its own nature and
can derive no additional force from
any act of mine.” The sacred "right
of contract” was injected into the
laws by providing that only “when
the contract was silent” on the mat-
ter of hours did the eight-hour pro-
vision become effective. Workers
had to sign any contract presented if
they wanted wT ork—and there were
hordes of unemployed. The soldiers
who had fought to free the chattel
slaves had merely created a fairly
homogenous class of wage slaves and
found themselves among it, unem-
ployed and starving.

With the inspiring exception of the
successful strike of 100,000 building
1872, economis depression discourag-
ed strikes and, naturally, the work-
ers turned to politics; and, just as
naturally, the theoretically ignorant,
the organizationally mixed, divergent
and inexperienced workers failed to
accomplish anything. Even the so-
called labor party formally started
by the N. L. U. in 1872 was killed in
the cradle by the treacherous leaders
of the national trade unions with-
drawing their forces—leaving noth-
ing but an ideal, a shadow; for the
N. L. U. was a hopelessly mixed body
of Eight-hour leagues, co-operatives,
local unions, assemblies and national
trade unions.

Play Capitalist Politics.
But, then as now, the “no politics”

of the trade union leaders transform-
ed itself into capitalist politics: their
spokesman, H. J. Walls of the Iron
Molders, who said in 1873 that his
union withdrew from the N. L. U. be-
cause the N. L. U. had "become a
political organ,” himself played the
game of capitalist politics so well
that he was appointed by the Repub-
licans as Commissioner of Labor for
Ohio in 1877.

It is necessary to understand the
immaturity of the labor movement at
that time, as well as the savagery
need in representing its first unscien-
tific efforts to ease its burden only
a little, to comprehend the great col-
lision of social forces on the First of
May, 1886, and how those who lead
the workers’ struggle gave their lives
to advance, if only by a step, the in-
terests of the proletariat.

The 70’s were dark years for la-
bor. Unemployment sent not only
men by the tens of thousands to tram-
ping the country, but women and
girls. The unions were wrecked,
wages were but a disguise for star-
vation, blood flowed at the least sign
of resistance, the Pinkerton gunma’-
and the murderous militia held
the blind rebellion.

In March, 1876, Albert R. Parsons,
who later died on the scaffold, joined
the Social-Democratic Party, which
became a part of the First Interna-
tional, then crumbling in Europe but
guided by Marxists in America. How
this flaming souled type-setter, then
a member of Typographical Union 16,
was influenced by Marxian thought
may be seen by comparing the fol-
lowing instruction issued by the In-
ternational as guidance to its Chicago
section, with Parsons own expres-
sions: Said the International:

“The trade union is the cradle of
the labor movement, for working
people naturally turn first to that
which affects their daily life, and
they consequently combine first by
trade. It therefore becomes the duty
of the members of the International
not merely to assist the existing
unions and to internationalize them,
but also to establish new ones. Eco-
nomic conditions were driving the
trade union from the economic to the
political struggle against the pro-
pertied classes.”

The Social Democratic Party faded
linto the Socialist Labor Party, which
nominated Parsons, for president in
1879. But we find Parsons writing

from prison in 1886, in the same lan-
guage as that used today by the Com-
munists in the unions:

“Examination of the class strug-
gle demonstrate that the eight-
hour movement was doomed to de-
feat. But the International gave
its support to it for two reasons.
First, because it was a class move-
ment, therefore historical, evolu-
tionary and necessary; secondly,
because we did not choose to stand
aloof and be misunderstood by our
fellow-workers. We therefore gave
it all aid. I was regularly accredit-
ed by the Central Labor Union, rep-
resenting 20,000 organized work-
men in Chicago, to assist in orga-
nization of unions and do all in my
power for the eight-hour move-
ment.”
We can understand why, tho the

“International”, here refers
to probably was the so1called “Anar-
chist International” then 'following the
First International into oblivion, the
Marxian revolutionists claim Parsons
and his fellows as their own.

* • *

The traditions of the 70’s were
working in the struggle of 1886. The
wave of general strikes of 1877 was
witnessed by Parsons and the rest.

Battles were fought by workers
against murderous Pinkertons and, in
Pittsburgh, workers enraged by
slaughter of thirty strikers by the mi-
litia, first besieged the soldiery then
drove them from the city. In St. Louis
a workers committee ruled the city
for a week. At Chicago the police
clubbed and shot workers wantonly.
The Militia fired into crowds without
compunction. Parsons addressed
meetings of 40,000. He was then Pre-
sident of the Chicago Labor As-
sembly—its first president. In 1879,
when Parsons’ group called for cele-
bration of the Paris Commune, 60,000
people responded.

* * *

“Now, men, I warn you, that if you
do not go to work at once for a $1.50
a day, the military will be sent here
to compel you.” So said the Sheriff
of Cook County to striking workers
in 1885, and this exemplifies the reck-
less repression used by the capitalists
in those years. “Such treatment,”
says Parsons, “Would of necessity
drive the workingmen to employ the
same method.” It would.

Group of workers, armed for self-
defense, sprung up everywhere. The
Sunday before May Day in 1886, Par-
sons spoke at Cincinnati at a great
eight-hour demonstration. Thousands
marched in a parade headed by two
or three organized companies of
workers armed with Winchester rifles
under the red flag. A rising tide...!

* # *

The reason was that both national
labor bodies had, in 1884, declared
that on and after May 1, 1886, eight
hours should constitute a day’s work
and that a general strike should de-
mand it. Enthusiasm reigned—6oo,-
000 poured into the unions in the first
four months of 1886. Gompers in the
old Federation was opposed, and
Powderly of the Knights of Labor
was indifferent; but workers every
where believed—and Parsons and his
comrades were with the masses.

The great strike broke on May Day
1886. Parsons says 360,000 struck,
others say 200,000; 40,000 in Chicago.
May 3rd, police fired on strikers, kil-
ling one, wounding several. At a pro-
test meeting next day at the Hay-
market, some unknown person threw
a bomb, when the police attacked the
crowd, killing seven policemen.

Tho the murder of workers was an
everyday occurrence, the press sud-
denly went frantic over the dead
police; the Chicago Tribune and
Times drove the “better classes” in-
to frenzy. Police “found” bombs
everywhere. Tho not one of the
seven men who were arrested, dr
Parsons, who surrendered voluntari-
ly, had been at the meeting when the
bomb was thrown, all were pronounc-
ed guilty after a farcial trial. Three
were commuted and pardoned after
seven years. Louis Ling robbed the

EMPHASIS ON COMMUNIST EDUCATION
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form not only in Russia but also in
Germany and is being proved so in
other countries. The organizational
and political roots of the Party must
be in the shops, where the real life
of the worker revolves. The shop
unit lends itself splendidly to work
among the masses of workers. The
shop unit is the political pivot around
which the Party work will turn. In
this the life of the workers as it ap-
pears at first hand can be keenly and
understandingly discussed and the
lessons drawn therefrom. The mem-
bers organized politically in the
shops, factories, etc., can be mobilized
immediately for any campaign of the
Party. It is essential that the Party
take up more avidly the matter of re-
organizing and organizing the Party
on the basis of shop units, since they
will be the greatest stimulus to po-
litical and industrial activity.

The Party is in a very healthy con-
dition. It has carried on a great po-
litical and industrial activity; it has
grown and gained strength. Branches
are being organized daily. The Party
is virile and alive. That makes it all
the more necessary for the Party to
look itself over and see what are its
most pressing needs at the moment.

The Party has great political influ-
ence and is growing, but it is neces-
sary to start a huge organization cam-
paign to develop its strength to meet
its political influence. It is essential,
therefore, also to raise the Commun-
ist understanding of the membership
to meet its greater political, indus-
trial and organizational work.

Intensify and organize Communist
education in the Party; Increase it
manifold thru the starting of sys-
tematic education in the branches,
cities and districts. The Party must
make a great organization drive to
draw in thousands more of the ex-
ploited wage earners and exploited
farmers. The present Central Execu-
tive Committee of the Party is fully
aware of these problems and is taking
the steps to effect a more intense edu-
cation of the membership, to organize
more of the workers under the Com-
munist influence into the Party. The
Central Executive Committee is try-
ing to lay the proper emphasis on
each phase of Party activity: politi-
cal, Industrial, educational, organiza-
tional; and to co-ordinate these as one
unit and thus carry out the Party
policies with thoro understanding of
its strength, Influence and possibili-
ties.

hangmen. Albert R. Parsons, August
Spies, Adolph Fischer and George En-
gel were hanged on, November 11
1887.

From under the hood on that morn-
ing came the cry of Parsons, cut
short by the crash of the death trap:
“Will I be allowed to speak, O men
of America? Let me speak, Sheriff!
Let the voice of the people be heard!
0h...!”

• * •

Sleep, my murdered Comrade!
Sleep! Your life, your words, your
deeds, your death, are today being
told around the world. Your tongue
was silenced, but your voice, the
voice of the proletariat is raised
today in every land, in every clime—

in the chant of The Internationale.
The flags they march under are red,
my comrade, and—led by the Com-
munist International—they march to
victory!
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